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A stunning literary prophecy! The international bestseller that caused a 
sensation when it was published 9 months before the famous Hitler Diaries 
forgery scandal, from Booker Prize nominated author Jim Williams. 
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A French aristocrat and his mistress are murdered.  A mysterious 
businessman offers the Fuehrer’s diaries to a New York publishing 
house.  Are they a hoax or a record of terrifying truth? A controversial 
historian and his beautiful assistant are commissioned to find out the 
answer following a trail that draws them into a terrifying web of 
conspiracy and slaughter as competing forces fight to publish or 
suppress Hitler’s account of the War and of secret negotiations with his 
enemies.  

But are the Diaries genuine or just a plot to destabilise contemporary 
politics? A shattering revision of history whose revelation must be 
prevented at all costs: or a fake, just a sinister manoeuvre in the Cold 
War? 

If the Hitler Diaries are authentic, then who left the bunker alive? 

 

This is a 2013 revision of the novel written by Jim Williams under the 
name Richard Hugo, with 2013 afterword by the author on the forgery 
scandal. 
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About Jim Williams 
 
Jim Williams first hit the news when his early novels had the uncanny knack of 
coming true. The Hitler Diaries was published nine months before the 
celebrated forgery came out in 1983. Farewell to Russia dealt with a nuclear 
disaster in the Soviet Union months before the Chernobyl disaster. Lara's 
Child, his sequel to Doctor Zhivago, provoked an international literary scandal 
and led to his being a guest speaker at the Cheltenham Festival. Scherzo, a 
witty and elegant mystery set in eighteenth century Venice, was nominated for 
the Booker Prize. All of his fiction has been published internationally. Tango in 
Madeira is his eleventh novel. http://www.jimwilliamsbooks.com 
 
 

 

Praise for Jim Williams’ previous books 
 
The Hitler Diaries 
“...steadily builds up an impressive atmosphere of menace.” 

Times Literary Supplement 
“...well written and full of suspense.” 

Glasgow Herald 
Scherzo 
“Sparkling and utterly charming.  Devilishly clever plot and deceitful finale.” 

Frances Fyfield – Mail on Sunday 
Recherché 
“A skilful exercise, bizarre and dangerous in a lineage that includes Fowles’ 
The Magus.”         Guardian 
 
The Strange Death of a Romantic 
“This is an extraordinarily witty and assured novel.” 

T J Binyon – Evening Standard 
“...seriously good...technically brilliant...constantly suggestive... dreamy but 
sinister glamour.” 

Times Literary Supplement 
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